Dear Friends and Neighbors:
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As you all know the passing of Neal Hermanson (Earl, as many of us came to know him) has had a tremendous effect on our community. He was such a fun loving, wonderful person to be around and we wanted to do something to keep his memory alive.  We have come up with a way to do that and just wanted to let you know about it. 

 

 In the early days of 2009, family and friends formed the “Empty Saddle Foundation"(ESF). Our goal for this foundation is to provide hope for others facing crisis and loss, and possibly easing some of their own heartbreak. The Foundation hopes to keep Neal’s cowboy spirit alive in the hearts of many while bringing comfort of much needed assistance to many more. ESF is simply neighbors helping neighbors in the cowboy tradition of community spirit. This foundation will serve as a place to put and pay out funds to people in the ranching community who are in need of them. May it be someone sick or hurt who needs help with medical expenses or scholarships for continuing ranch education. The foundation will also serve as a way to keep the memories alive of loved ones that we may lose in the future. Our vision is to pay out funds in the name of inductees, Neal being our first. Family and friends could donate to the foundation and a memorial (scholarship, or other) would be donated in their name. 

The Foundation hopes to become a viable source of help for families needing short-term assistance or a scholarship need. The volunteer and community support has been amazing. This group is an organization that makes people feel good about their communities and themselves. We believe that the intentions of this Foundation are being guided, in some way, by the heart of this incredible young man, Neal Hermanson.

Because Neal loved the ranch life and everything that went with it, we decided to keep his legacy going by having The Neal “Earl” Hermanson Memorial Ranch Rodeo and Ranch Horse Competition.  This event will be held June 27th at the Sidney Fairgrounds, during the Town and Country Festival.  Proceeds from the event will go to “The Empty Saddle Foundation”.

 

The ranch rodeo will begin at__ o’clock Mountain Time.  Due to the time we have at the arena that day, the number of teams will be limited.  So, if you are interested in entering a team be sure to call early.  The teams will consist of  five people on a team and the events will be_________.  There will be a dance and calcutta of the teams Friday night, the 26th at the Triangle.

 

The ranch horse competition will begin at  9 o’clock Mountain Time.  Depending on how many entries we receive, the competition will be held at the Sidney Fairgrounds and if need be, also the Sidney Saddle Club.  There will be a main competition with the top horses proceeding on to a final to be held after the ranch rodeo.  The competition will be divided into two classes; a Junior Class, which includes horses 5 years old and younger and a Senior Class for older horses.  The winner of each class will receive a buckle and the top horse overall will also receive a saddle made by Trent Taylor. We will need to know how many cattle to have on hand so there will be an entry deadline of June 20th.  

 

To prepare for the ranch horse competition, John Hovde will be putting on a clinic in Alexander on June 6th and 7th.  He will be going over the tasks and rules of the competition. This will be a great opportunity to advance you and your horse’s skills.  The fee to attend the clinic with a horse is $50.00 a day.  If you would like to come and watch, the fee is $10.00 a day.  Entries will be limited so call early.

Anyone who would like to participate in “The Earl”, help out with the event, sponsor prizes, purchase a raffle ticket for brand new 2009 4-wheeler or just donate to this cause please contact Nikki Crighton.  We appreciate your support and look forward to seeing you June 27th.

Thank you,                                                                                  

[image: image2.jpg]Mmo




The Earl Committee

 

For questions, entries or donations contact:

Nikki Crighton

623 Red Wing Road

Sidney, MT 59270

701-565-2271
entertheearl@yahoo.com 

